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The Landlady, which is superior to Poor Folk, and in-
cidentally is of the same genre. An inspiration which comes
from my soul makes my pen run over the paper."
Netochka Nezvanova was published only in 1849. The
heroine is a little girl brought up by a drunken stepfather,
who believes himself to be a musical genius, and a sick
mother, in a world "whose horizon is confined to the gray
walls of a low-ceilinged room." At an age when other chil-
dren squander their energy in play, Netochka is wrapped up
in her impressions of the outer world. She feeds on dreams
and is lost "in the fog of a disorderly life." She admires her
stepfather because he is talented and because he "deserves
to be pitied." "I am a cipher," the musician exclaims one day,
and the next: "I am a genius." He represents a singular
mixture of arrogance and humility. "He loved to feel perse-
cuted."
Netochka hates her mother because she imagines that this
ailing creature prevents her husband from devoting himself
to art. Here is that hatred softened ,by pity, that love
dampened with contempt, which Dostoevsky himself ex-
perienced as a child toward his own father. These same feel-
ings, he always expressed, confessing them as he wrote.
Netochka's mother dies under tragic circumstances and her
stepfather becomes insane. The child is adopted by a mega-
lomaniac prince who is the portrait of Count Veligorsky.
The prince's daughter, Katia, is tyrannical, capricious and
secretive, and "everyone in the house pampers and caresses
her like a treasure," At first the young princess shows her
contempt for the little intruder and tortures her, reminding
her that she came as an orphan wearing a "nasty dress."
Later, however, Katia becomes infatuated with Netochka
and between the two little girls there develops a passionate
and somewhat erotic affection which expresses itself in long